As the progress of the Epidemic Fever in Burdwan up to 1874 has been annually recorded in our pages, and as so much has been already written on the subject, it would now look very like a complete disappearance of tbe disease if we failed to notice its progress, &c., in 1875. It has not, however, disappeared or passed away, although within the last quinquennial period every succeeding year, as compared with its predecessor, has shown a marked improvement in the type and prevalence of the fever.
The latest history to hand is that for 1S75, contained' in the Surgeon-General's report on the Charitable Dispensaries under the Government of Bengal for that year.
In November 1874 the daily average attendance at the Endemic Eever Dispensaries in Burdwan was 5,927*8, and the fever season of the year reached its maximum in the second fortnight of this month.
In 1869 and 1870 the maximum was observed in the end of November, in 1871 in the first fortnight in December, and in 1872 and 1873 in the weeks ending the 21st November. In every year, therefore, the maximum intensity of the fever was met with, as nearly as possible, at the same time of the year. As regards the minimum intensity the same observation was made in the end of May or beginning of June. Amongst medical men, however, the nature of the disease is now no longer a matter for dispute, and the only question that remains to be determined, is the true cause of this unusual prevalence of paludal fever and of epidemic outbreaks in certain years.
In December 1874, an improvement from the commencement of the month set in, and the daily average attendance went down to 5,157-7. As In some places in the district the villages were very unhealthy, and some of the inhabitants were well-to-do people ; they demanded an Assistant-Surgeon, and we said to them :?" Well! if you want an Assistant-Surgeon and increased expenditure in your dispensary, we can comply with your request only on condition that you put your dispensary in the first class and pay the higher rate for it: when you find that you can do without an Assistant-Surgeon, and that a native doctor will suit you, reduce the amount of your subscription and we will reduce the class." In this way all are now becoming third class dispensaries, and the next step will be final closure.
Government has done its duty, the people have been well pleased, and the great principle of providing for the wants of the sick has been fully carried out.
With the returning health of the population, and the increasing amelioration of the fever tracts, we can return to the status quo ante pestilentiam.
